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depended for their places, and not a few for their livelihood,
Two events occurred to check this triumphant progress;
one was the explosion of the Gordon riots, the other the
rapid and embarrassing growth of the programme of the
Associations. The sinister consequences of the terror
created by the inflammatory fanaticism of the Protestant
Associations, and the imbecile weakness of Lord North's
Government, were felt throughout the rest of the reign
of George ill. They certainly contributed to the panic of
1792-1793, and their immediate result was to discredit all
forms of popular agitation and concerted action, a result so
marked and well defined that the Government were even sus-
pected of refraining deliberately from a prompt suppression
of disorder, with the object of creating a general prejudice
against every form of political combination that was meant
to bring pressure upon Parliament. The other cause of the
sudden depression of the hopes of the new party was the
more ambitious policy pursued by some of the delegates,
who proceeded to supplement their programme of economical
reform by demanding annual Parliaments and fuller popular
representation, with the result that several counties seceded,
and the Rockingham Whigs found policies on which they were
fundamentally divided thrust into the forefront of the agitation.
The movement for reform was no longer concentrated, and
men who had been awed into a momentary submission before
its energies were dispersed, recovered their courage and deter-
mined to stand by their iniquitous prizes. Thus it happened
that though the Rockingham party had made the House of
Commons pledge itself to reform in April 1780, it could not
hold Parliament to that promise, and at the election in the
same year, at which the King was particularly active, and
particularly lavish, a House of Commons was returned, of
which Horace Walpole wrote, "There are several new
Members, but no novelty in style or totality of votes. The
Court may have what number it chooses to buy."
In   spite   of   these   considerable   disappointments    the
Reform party persisted in its attacks, and Fox and Burke